
 

Tracing the Civil War 
The American Civil War along the Natchez Trace: Mississippi 

 

Student Activity Sheet: Read and Write About the Battle of 
Okolona 

 
 

Directions: Read the Summary of the Battle of Okolona and 
answer the following questions. 

 
 

1. What was the purpose of General Sherman’s march to 
Meridian? Was he able to accomplish his mission? Why or 
why not? 

 
 

2. Why do you think General Smith turned back at West 
Point instead of continuing to Meridian? 

 

 
 
 

3. The battle was fought all day and over many miles of 
ground. Take the position of a soldier on either side and 
write a paragraph describing how you think you would if 
you had participated in the fight and survived at the end of 
the day. 

 

 
 
 

4. General Forrest lost his brother during the battle. Pretend 
you are a Confederate soldier who was present when the 
General discovered his brother was dead. Write a letter 
home describing the scene. 


